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New Zealand‟s worst 

transnational

British American Tobacco
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Stiff competition

• Public Health

– Health Driven

– Aim to reduce use

– $112.4bn GDP

– Multi agency

– Highly controlled

• Industry

– Profit Driven

– Aim to increase use

– $87bn Revenue in 2007

– Multi national

– Legal and legitimate
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BAT dominance in New Zealand
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BAT‟s main brands?

British 

American 

Tobacco

Imperial 

Tobacco

Phillip Morris
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Top 20 Brands in NZ

http://www.4rpl.com/
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A history of exploiting New Zealand

• Buying „respectability‟

• Undermining the law

• Messing with the science

• Hiding behind others

• Political interference
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Buying „respectability‟

• In 1983 Auckland‟s 

first official surf 

rescue helicopter was 

sponsored by BAT

• $200,000 total 

sponsorship
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Buying „respectability‟

$500,000 BAT donation to life education trust

$300,000 to Keep New Zealand Beautiful 
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Relations with KNZB

• Promoting butt bins 

- „smokin station‟

• CEO of KNZB was 

Simon Johnstone

• CEO of „smokin 

station‟ is Simon 

Johnstone

Cigarette litter bins.

Only smokers will notice them.
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Buying „respectability‟

• 2003 donations to Art Deco Napier Trust, Napier rescue 
helicopter and Napier swimming pool

• Part of „project Dory‟
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Funking us all up – life at BAT

• “It‟s a funky fun place” – David 

Crowe, CEO BAT Australia

• “All my heart and mind needs are 

met – it makes me happy and 

alive” – BAT Employee

• “One of the reasons I like 

working here is the amazing 

view” – BAT NZ Employee
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Undermining the law
“Team Rothmans Mitsubishi Ralliart dominated the 

Smokefree Rally New Zealand”
Mitsibushi Press Release 1996
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Undermining the law
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Messing with the science

• Until 1961 packs of Rothmans warned:
– “Does not affect heart and lungs”

• 1979: Dr Carl Seltzer, Harvard University toured 
New Zealand:

– “Doctor slams link between smoking and heart 
disease”

• Michael Thompson, Director of the Tobacco 
Institute of NZ:

– “In 30 years of laboratory research, science has failed 
to establish a causal link between cancer and 
smoking”
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Messing with the science
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Hiding behind others
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NZACS on retail displays

 Accused New Zealand Cancer Society Chief Executive, 

Dalton Kelly of being „misleading and scaremongering‟ 

about retail displays

 Accused Cancer Control Council of  „scaremongering 

and misrepresenting‟ research and information on the 

issue

 Roger Bull had a one page article in C-Store magazine 

defending tobacco displays and criticising health NGO‟s 

effort to remove them

http://www.nzacs.com/
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NZACS on retail displays

• NZCAS appeared on behalf of the tobacco industry to 

defend retail displays in a Health Select Committee 

Hearing.

• A lesson in lobbying:

– NZASC Chair told Dr Jonathan Coleman MP to „stop texting and 

listen to me‟

– Admitted to illegal reimbursements to retailers for stocking 

tobacco. Triggered a full investigation by the MoH

http://www.nzacs.com/
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Retail Displays
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Thanks on behalf of BAT

“We are dedicated to contributing positively 

to the community in which we operate” –

Peter Henriques, MD, BATNZ

“what underpins our Winning 

Organisation strategy has to be our 

employees, at every level and in every 

part of the business”
- Paul Adams, CEO, BAT


