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Extent of Foreign Direct Investment in New Zealand
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Foreign direct and portfolio equity investment in New Zealand
compared to value of all local equity
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New Zealand's wealth, including overseas investment by NZ residents
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Value and numbers of overseas investments approved
Source: OIO. Excludes home purchases for new immigrants not yet resident (new category since 2018)
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Source: Overseas Investment Commission and Overseas Investment Office



Land sales to overseas investors approved since 2001
Source: OIO
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Annual sales of interests in land approved by OlO compared to total

land for farming

Average hectares per year as a percentage of total land for farming
Note: the breakdown between Freehold and other interests in land has been unavailable since 2022.
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Estimated overseas ownership of farmland
At least 8.7% of land under farming or 1.3 million hectares
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Overseas ownership of New Zealand companies by country
September 2025

Belgium,
S8m

Luxembourg, $99m

France, $830m India, $229m

Sweden, SO
Ireland, $953m

Germany, $1,044m

Switzerland, $1,316m
China, $1,667m

Total = $159,428

British Virgin Islands,
$1,851m

Cayman Islands, UK, $5,148m

$3,139m Australia, $85,413m

Netherlands, $6,408m

Canada, $7,898m

Hong Kong (SAR),
$8,002m

Japan,
$8,828m

USA,

$9,060m Singapore,

$10,520m

Source: International Investment Position, Statistics New Zealand



Overseas ownership of New Zealand companies by industry
September 2025

Total =$158,735m

Administrative and support

services, $948m

Overseas ownership in

Financial and insurance Arts and recreation
services, in Education and

services, 5661213m training and in Public

administration and safety
have been suppressed by
Stats NZ as being
confidential.

Construction, $993m

Mining, $1,366m

Electricity, gas, water, and
waste services, $1,530m

Transport, postal, and

warehousing, $1,855m

Accommodation and food
services, $2,037m

Professional, scientific, and
technical services, $4,040m Manufactu ring,

$23,523m

Health care and social
assistance, $4,392m

Wholesale
trade,
$12,166m

Information media and
telecommunications, $4,559m

Retail trade, $5,313m

Rental, hiring, and real

estate services, $5,645m Agriculture, forestry, and
fishing, $10,975m Source: International Investment Position, Statistics New Zealand
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Sources: Balance of Payments: primary income, and Key Statistics Table 7.04 - Value of principal exports - Statistics New Zealand
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Overseas Debt as percent of GDP since 1991

Note that some data is available only from 2001
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